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STUDENT’S NAME ………………………………………Mark: ……../100
•READ THE TEXT CAREFULLY AND THEN DO THE ACTIVITIES. (60 marks)
	



The polar bear is a burly white bear that lives in the lands surrounding the North Pole. Like all bears, it is a mammal.


Polar bears live in Earth’s Arctic regions. They spend a lot of their time on sea ice. They can travel long distances on the pieces of ice that drift through Arctic waters.


Polar bears have thick, white fur covering black skin. The fur and a thick layer of fat keep them warm. The black skin helps to absorb heat from the Sun. Polar bears even have fur on the soles of their feet. This fur protects the feet and keeps them from slipping. Sharp claws also help polar bears to walk on ice and to kill prey.
Polar bear males are larger than females. Males weigh 410–720 kilograms. They stand just over 1.5 meters tall at the shoulder and can reach a length of 2.5 meters.


Polar bears mostly live alone. They feed mainly on sea mammals, especially seals. They are good hunters, but they also will eat dead fish, stranded whales, and even garbage. Polar bears hunt both on the ice and in the water. They are good but unusual swimmers: they use only their front legs to swim.
Adult polar bears have no real enemies besides humans. The Inuit and other people hunt polar bears for their fur and meat. Polar bears have been known to kill people, but such attacks are rare.



In winter, a female polar bear gives birth in a snowy den. She has one to four tiny cubs at a time. She nurses them for about two years. After they are weaned, cubs stay with their mother for a few more years, until they are ready to mate. Polar bears live for 25 to 30 years in the wild.[image: polar
bears]



In the early 2000s there were 20,000 to 25,000 polar bears in the wild. Scientists predict that those numbers will drop sharply over the next 40 years. One reason is that the amount of sea ice in the Arctic has been shrinking. Less sea ice means that polar bears have less space to hunt and to mate.

GLOSSARY: 
	Drift: travel slowly on the water. 
Cubs: baby bears.
Nurses: feeds the babies with her milk.
To be weaned: to stop taking the mother’s milk.
Drop: to become lower in number, diminish.
Shrinking: becoming smaller in size.
Mate: reproduce.


1. Put the headings in the correct box in the text. (12 marks)
Where Polar bears live         Reproduction        	 Behaviour        
Physical Characteristics 				Introduction
                      		Polar Bears in danger              

2. How do polar bears stay warm? (4 marks)

a. Weighing up to 720 kg. 	
		
b. Having thick fur and a layer of fat. 	

c. Being large mammals.

3. A polar bear’s skin is: (4 marks)

a. White

b. Black

c. Pink

4. In what part of the Earth do polar bears live? Do they live in groups? (10 marks)






5. What do polar bears usually eat? (10 marks)







5. Are the following statements TRUE or FALSE? Circle the correct answer. (10 marks)

a) Male and female polar bears are not the same size.	      	TRUE    /   FALSE

b) Polar bears live in large groups and help each other survive. 	TRUE    /   FALSE

c) Polar bears have many predators in the wild.			TRUE    /   FALSE

d) Female polar bears can have more than one cub at a time. 	TRUE    /   FALSE

e) Polar bears live longer than humans. 					TRUE    /   FALSE


6. Match each vocabulary word from the reading passage (you can find them in bold in the text) with the correct definition. Put the correct letter in the box next to the word. (10 marks).

	1. 
	Mammal 
	
	[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]a. To give food.

	2. 
	Fur
	
	b. To chase an animal with the purpose to kill it.

	3. 
	Claws
	
	c. The soft, thick hairy coat on the skin of a mammal.

	4. 
	Feed
	
	d. Animal whose females feed their young milk from their mammary glands.

	5. 
	Hunt
	
	e. A sharp, curved nail on the foot of an animal.


WRITING (40 marks)
Write a short text about one of your favorite wild animals.  Use the pictures to help you.  You can also take ideas from the text you have just read about polar bears. [image: Animals and their diets – Mr Brown&#39;s Class][image: Animal Body Parts 2 flashcard]
[image: Basic Types of Animals and Their Characteristics]
[image: Ejercicio de Animals Habitat - Matching]

 
IDEAS I WILL USE FOR MY TEXT
	















MY FINAL TEXT            NAME: ……………………………………………..


TITLE: ………………………………………………………………………………
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